6                                 LOTHAIR.

celebrated chancery suit, instituted bj the Roman Catholic
guardian, in order to enforce a literal compliance with the
educational condition of the will. The uncle looked upon
this movement as a Popish plot, and had recourse to every
available allegation and argument to baffle it, but ulti-
mately in vain. With every precaution to secure his Pro-
testant principles, and to guard against the influence, or
even personal interference, of his Roman Catholic guardian,
the Lord Chancellor decided that Lothair should be sent to
Christen urch.

Here Lothair, who bad never been favoured with a com-
panion of his own age and station, soon found a congenial
one in the heir of Brentham. Inseparable in pastime, not
dissociated even in study, sympathising companionship soon
ripened into fervent friendship. They lived so much to-
gether that the idea of separation became not only painful
bao impossible; and, when vacation arrived, and Brentham
was to be visited by its future lord, what more natural than
that it should be arranged that Lothair should be a visitor
to his domain ?

CHAPTER  III.

ALTHOUGH Lothair was the possessor of as many palaces
and castles as the Duke himself, it is curious that his first
dinner at Brentham was almost his introduction into refined
society. He had been a guest at the occasional banquets
of his uncle, but these were festivals of the Picts and
Scots , rude plenty and coarse splendour, with noise instead
of conversation, and a tumult of obstructive dependants,
who impeded, by their want of skill, the very convenience
which they were purposed to facilitate. How different the
surrounding scene! A table covered with flowers, bright